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Material Girls meet every Monday 10am-3pm 



Work for the Dole at GeCo-Meet Justin Woolley! 

I started out as a work for the dole participant doing this, that and everything else 

but mostly helping Trev in the market garden.  It was a combination of luck, coinci-

dence and being in the right place at the right time that I got a paid job at GeCo.   Hu-

on Valley Works was looking for a driver to get participants without drivers’ licences 

to and from Huonville and I was chosen for the job. 

I work at GeCo four days/week, five hours/day.  I am paid to pick up and drop off 

Work for the Dole participants, and am an assistant supervisor at Scrubby Hill, the 

Geeveston market garden.  It’s an easy going job, I work with lots of brilliant people and meet new people 

every day.  I’ve learnt a lot about running a market garden. My boss, Trevor, is a character.  He’s good to 

work with and fun to be around.  All the people at GeCo are like that, really.  My favourite part of the job 

is meeting new people. 

I would definitely recommend people to do Work for the Dole at GeCo.   You’re learning new things all the 

time and you get new experiences.  For example, some of the participants have used a whipper-snipper 

for the first time.  You meet new people and the people are easy-going.  Working here has given me more 

confidence and made me think about future career opportunities that I had never thought of before. 

-Justin Woolley,  

  



Stitch and Giggle  every 2nd Tuesday 

come along and join the ladies for a 

cuppa and some craft. 

  

 
 

  

Tel: 03 6264 2222 







 Learner Driver Mentors 

WANTED 

A driver’s licence is a ticket to a job, education and independ-

ence. Two hours per week is all that’s needed. Free training 

and security checks provided. 

 

Jumpstart Learner Driver Mentor Program Needs  
More Volunteer Learner Driver Mentors 

 

Getting that all important driver’s licence is one of those rights of passage most 
teenagers aspire to when they turn 16.   
Today’s laws require the would-be driver to have 80 hours practice over a 12 month 
period with a licensed supervising driver, prior to getting a P1 license.   

For any family, this takes serious dedication to the task, and the capacity to have the novice learner drive at all 
opportunities.  Even then, it’s not easy to accumulate the necessary hours. 
Some families and independent young people can’t afford driving lessons,  don’t have access to a registered and 
roadworthy car or a responsible and licensed driver to support these essential hours of practice.   
That’s where some amazing volunteers come in!  Jumpstart has a team of volunteer mentors who provide supervision to 
young learner drivers to help them gain those all-important 80 hours practise.  
The volunteers not only help the young person practically, but also provide a positive role model for them in providing 
caring and skilled guidance and preparation toward getting their L2 and P1 licenses. 
“Two hours a week is all it takes to help a young learner achieve their P1 license.” says Dennis, who signed up to be a 
volunteer mentor for the Jumpstart Learner Driver Mentor program in 2016.   
“I wanted to give back to the community and help to make a constructive  difference in a young person’s life”,  Dennis said. 
One learner driver that Dennis is helping is living with her aunty.  She had no one to supervise her, and she could not afford 
to pay for driving lessons as she is a student in year twelve. She wanted to get her license and become self-reliant.  Dennis 
and Natalie were carefully matched, and they hit it off immediately.   “Dennis is a great mentor, he’s easy to get along with 
and very patient. I think we are a great match!” she said. 
The Jumpstart program is helping young people to get their driver’s license, opening up many more career and educational 
opportunities for them.   
Being a Learner Driver Mentor is also a great way for volunteers in the community to connect with young people, to pass on 
lifelong skills, and build friendships that will carry on even years after they have graduated from the program.  At the 
moment Jumpstart is very short of mentors, as some are in the midst of private and health problems, and are not able to 
make themselves available to our learners.  
 
If you would like to assist this worthwhile program and become a volunteer mentor, please phone  
6297 1616 on a Monday or Tuesday between 10am and 3pm., or call into GeCo at 9b School Road, Geeveston.  We really 
need your help  as our waiting list grows. 
 
The Jumpstart Program is based at the Community Centre in Geeveston, and is funded through Driver Mentoring Tasmania 
and the Department of State Growth, Tasmania. 
Jumpstart owns an automatic Hyundai i20, and a  manual Holden Barina.  Both cars are made available to Learner Drivers 
(accompanied by a Mentor) to build up their hours so that they can gain their P1 Licence. 



  

Now that the frantic planting season is over (replaced by the frantic harvesting season), we’ve been able to 

turn our attention, however sporadically, to building the mega-giant world domination polytunnel. You might 

have seen the skeleton beginning to take shape near the market garden, its galvanized arches overshadowing 

the surrounds like some agricultural Godzilla.  

Despite the towering dimensions, though, I suspect the construction phase is going to be the easy bit, a fairly 

rudimentary exercise in large lego – slot it in, screw it down and lift it up. Rinse and repeat until you have the 

completed object sitting in front of you. No, the hard bit’s going to be getting the peripherals operational.  

When we were ordering it, we were acutely conscious of the potential dangers inherent in such a large green-

house. Dead spots are common, where fungal diseases, bacterial wilts and sundry unidentifiable horrors pro-

liferate. These things can become a huge problem if left unchecked and will eventually render your space un-

usable.  

To combat this, and other temperature and humidity related issues, we would need to have a good ventila-

tion system, one that was temperature controlled and automatic. To this end, we ordered you-beaut roll up 

sides, complete with temperature sensors, controller boxes, transformers, electric motors and all the para-

phernalia you’d expect to see in any modern, cutting edge agricultural enterprise. This would solve our dis-

ease issues, as well as providing a safe, comfortable work place for the staff. Or so the theory goes.  

The polytunnel duly arrived (direct from China, as I’ve described before) with (almost) all its parts intact, all 

ready to go. Except there are no instructions. This isn’t a problem for the structure; as I said, that’s pretty 

straightforward, but the electronics are another story. Everything is in Chinese (Mandarin?) and translators 

are pretty thin on the ground. A three-hour random button pushing session leaves us pretty much none the 

wiser. We manage to work out which box is the sensor, where the power comes from, and how to make the 

electric motor wind up and down by pushing the green button (on), and the red button (off). After this exam-

ple of deductive genius, we’ve pretty much got nothing.  

So I send an email to China (not the first; in fact, about the five hundredth), complete with images of the 

equipment begging (again) for instructions - even if they’re in Swahili, I’ll get someone to decipher them. I get 

a reply back. My lovely Chinese contact has gone to a lot of trouble. She’s downloaded my images, put labels 

on them, rescanned them and sent them back. The labels show which box is the sensor, where the power 

comes from, which is the on button (green) and which is the off button (red). At this point I realise I’m on my 

own and might as well stop bleating about the instructions and work out some alternative.  

So, if you know anyone who might be interested in a job in agriculture, I need someone to stand inside the 

polytunnel with a thermometer for about 10 hours a day. When the temperature goes over about twenty-five 

degrees, you push the green button, when it drops down… you get the idea.  

The View from the (Scrubby) Hill 

Above and right: Tom in the garden with fellow gardeners and constructing the polytunnel 



MONDAY 

Open  

9:30—4:30 

TUESDAY 

Open  

9:30—4:30 

WEDNESDAY 

Open  

9:30—4:30 

THURSDAY 

Open  

9:30—4:30 

FRIDAY 

Open  

9:30—3:00 

Dog House 

10:00—15:00 

Dog House 

10:00—15:00 

Dog House 

10:00—15:00 

Dog House 

10:00—15:00 

 

Material Girls 

10:00—15:00 

Stitch & Giggle 

(every 2nd Tuesday) 

10:00—12:00 

U3A  

10:00—12:00 

Over 50s Exercise Class 

11:00-12:00 

 

Bible studies 

11-12.30 

 Scrubby Hill Produce 

Stall 

12.:00-3:00 

Food Pantry 

By appointment 

13:00—16:00 

 

Food Pantry 

By appointment 

13:00—16:00 

 

Scrabble 

14:00 

Brushstrokes 

10.30am—3pm 

Swimming 

After School 

8+ year olds 

  

NILS bookings  

Available 

NILS bookings  

Available 

NILS bookings  

Available 

NILS bookings  

Available 

 

Michael 

Lucy 

Chris 

Rae (Jumpstart) 

Lauren 

 

 

Michael 

Chris 

Rae (Jumpstart) 

Trevor 

Lauren 

 

Michael 

Lucy 

Trevor 

 

Michael 

Rae (26Ten) 

Trevor 

Lauren 

Michael 

Kerrin 

Rae (26TEN) 

 

Looking for something to do? 

Find us at: 

9b School Rd Geeveston 

Monday-Thursday  9.30am-4.30pm  

Friday     9.30am-3pm   

P: 03 6297 1616  

E: geecom@bigpond.com 

www.geeveston.org.au 

Funded by the Crown through the  

Department of Health and Human Services 

Geeveston Community Centre 


